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here repeated. Just as in that country Social
Democrats and Communists were unable to come
together, here too it was found impossible to con-
stitute a united front between the two really big
groups into which the proletariat of Spain were
divided. This tragic fact has lengthened the
struggle in Spain for at least a year, has cost hun-
dreds of thousands of human lives, and finally
brought the Fascists into Catalonia. At the same
time it must be conceded that it was very difficult
to find the basis for a really genuine united front.

The existing contrasts can best be shown by letting
the leaders of the two extreme groups speak for
themselves.

In December 1936 the Central Committee of the
P.O.U.M. published the following proclamation,
quoted in Trond Hegna's Spanias Frihetskamp,
pp. 98-9 : " A democratic parliament is an insti-
tution that accords with the period before July igth.
Neither by its composition nor by its nature can it
fulfil the revolutionary demands of the present.
The new society cannot be created by any parlia-
ment, but only by a constituent assembly, on the
basis of a Spain liberated from landowners and
capitalists. This constituent assembly cannot be
elected by universal suffrage, which is a relic of
bourgeois democracy; the delegates must be
representatives of factory, worshop, and peasant